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were summarily repealed; an Act of Attainder was passed
against about 2,500 persons, supposed to be adherents of
William III, if they did not return to Ireland on a given day.
The Acts of Settlement, however, were utterly unjust; they
were of recent date and had been the subject of protests over
and over, again: as for the Act of Attainder, it was levelled
against presumed enemies of James, who had left the country;
and in this respect it bears a strong resemblance to the decrees
of the Convention of 1793, against the French'emigres, which
History has, on the whole, justified. It deserves notice, more-
over, that innocent purchasers, after the Acts of Settlement,
were to be indemnified; the Act of Attainder, too, was con-
ditional only, and, as a matter of fact, a Bill of the same kind
was actually passed by the English House of Commons; and if
we recollect how little respect had been given to titles to Irish
land for ages, what injury confiscation had wrought in Ireland,
and especially what were the animosities of the hour, this
legislation is not to be blamed without reserve. Another Act
of the Parliament of 1689 has also been describee? as of the
very worst kind; ij; declared the independence of the Irish
Parliament, and that Ireland was not bound by laws passed at
Westminster. This, however, had always been the doctrine of
the best Irish lawyers; it had been asserted in more than one
Irish Parliament; the encroachments, in this respect, of the
English Parliament had been of comparatively modern origin; -
the worst, perhaps, was that of the Long Parliament, in the
matter we have seen of the "Adventurers'" lands1. On the
other hand some measures of this Parliament of James were
not without marks of good sense and wisdom. Its Declaration
in favour of religious liberty savoured of the Declaration of
3 For the question of the independence of the Irish Parliament see the
excellent work of the Rt Hon. J. T. Ball, Irish Legislative Systems,
Chapters 4, 5, 6. Macaulay, History of England IV. 216, begs the whole